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Light
STICKY KNOWLEDGE

Light travels in 
straight lines. 

The light rays from a light 
source reflect off the 
object we are looking at. 
The light travels in a 
straight line and enters 
the eye through our pupil.

Reflection is when light 
bounces off a surface, 
changing the direction of a 
ray of light

Refraction is when light 
changes direction, or 
bends, when it moves from 
one material to another.

The closer an object is 
to the light source, 
the bigger the shadow.
The further away the 
object is from the 
shadow, the smaller 
the shadow.

Opaque objects block the 
light rays so they can only 
travel around the edges of 
the object in straight 
lines. That is why a shadow 
is the same shape as the 
object.

White light is made up of 
the colours of the 
rainbow. When light is 
refracted through a 
transparent object, a 
rainbow is formed.

KEY VOCABULARY

light source an object that provides its own light

reflected when light shines on a surface and bounces back

opaque
it describes materials which do not allow light to travel 
through

transparent it describes materials which allow all light to travel through

spectrum a band of several colours


